Our Lady of Perpetual Succour

To be A Vibrant Eucharistic Community

Catholic Parish Toukley/Lake Munmorah

St Mary’s Church 458 Main Rd Noraville
St Brendan’s Mass Centre 29 Carters Rd Lake Munmorah

Vision

Pastoral Team

Parish Priest

Fr. Tomy Kuruvelil Ouseph CFIC
Phone: 4396 4455

Email: tomycfic@yahoo.co.in

Assistant Priest

Fr. Baby Thomas CFIC

Phone: 0400 568 491

Email: baby.thomas@bbcatholic.org.au

Augustinian Sisters of Our Lady of
Consolation - Convent
11 Pandora Pde Noraville 4396 9128
Sr. Josefa Mabini OSA

Sr. Jennifer Canillas OSA

Parish Office Hours

9am to 2pm Mon To Fri

Ph 8379 1730

458 Main Rd Noraville NSW 2263

Mail PO Box 1 Toukley NSW 2263
Email toukleyparish@bbcatholic.org.au

Website www.bbcatholic.org.au/toukley

Facebook: Toukley-Lake Munmorah Parish
Parish Secretary: Sarah-Jane Rosen
Office Assistant: Bramer Ramasamy

Catechist Coordinator
Sr. Josefa Mabini PH: 0402 480 933

Sacramental Coordinator
Sr. Jennifer Canillas PH: 0427 227 637

Sunday Parish Bus Service

Mrs Joan Haslam 4392 6892
Parish Schools

St Mary’s

Principal Ms Emma Sellars 7256 2143

St Brendan’s
Principal Ms Charlene Reid 7256 2127

St Brigid’s College
Principal Mr Adam Murdoch 7256 2122

DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

YEAR C
9th November, 2025
ja— - \ e

The Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica is celebrated an-
nually on November 9th and commemorates the dedication of the St.
John Lateran Basilica in Rome, which is the official cathedral of the
Pope and the "mother church" of the Catholic world. This feast honours
the historic church's role as a symbol of the Catholic Church's universal
unity, its origins, and its history of persecution and eventual freedom to
worship.

It celebrates the dedication of the St. John Lateran Basilica, the oldest
and highest-ranking of Rome's four major basilicas. It is considered the
"mother church" because it is the cathedral of the Bishop of Rome (the
Pope) and the official church of the popes. The feast day encourages
Catholics to remember their historical roots and their connection to the
universal Church. It symbolizes the freedom of worship that early
Christians gained after being persecuted and emphasizes the importance
of unity and tradition. Lateran Basilica's symbolism is extended to the
Church as a whole, with the idea that all believers are living temples of
God, built on the foundation of Jesus Christ.

Today in gospel we have the narration of the cleansing of Jerusalem
temple. The cleansing of the Jerusalem Temple was important
for asserting that the Temple should be a "house of prayer for all na-
tions," free from commercialization and corruption. It was a prophetic
act of protest, highlighting the need for spiritual purity and genuine
worship over exploitative practices. The event is also significant as a
declaration of Jesus's authority as the Messiah and a foreshadowing of
the Temple's eventual destruction and the new form of worship that
would emerge. Jesus's action was a demand for the sacred space to be a
place of holiness and genuine devotion. The money changers and mer-
chants exploited religious practices for personal gain, which was an of-
fense to both the spiritual and national identity of Israel. The cleansing
confronted this corruption and the hypocrisy of the religious leadership.
By cleansing the Temple, Jesus asserted his authority over the Temple
itself, a central symbol of Jewish life. The event foreshadowed the end
of the sacrificial system tied to the physical Temple. It pointed towards
a shift in worship to a spiritual one, focusing on a genuine relationship
with God "in spirit and in truth," as Jesus later taught. The cleansing is
seen as a symbolic gesture pointing to Jesus as the ultimate High Priest
who offers a new, perfect sacrifice, establishing a new covenant that
superseded the Old Testament sacrificial system.
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WEEKEND MASS TIMES

St Mary’s Church Toukley

Saturday: Vigil 6:00pm Fr Baby

Sunday: 7:30am Fr Baby
9:00am Fr Baby
6:00pm Fr Tomy

St Brendan’s Church Lake Munmorah
Saturday: Vigil 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES

St Mary’s Church Toukley

Monday  9:00 am
Tuesday  9:00 am
Wednesday 9:00 am
Thursday 9.00am

Fr Tomy
Fr Tomy

Friday 9:15am  (Except 1st Friday of Month)

First Friday of Month Anointing of Sick
11:00am

Saturday  9:00 am

St Brendan’s Church L.ake Munmorah
Wednesday 9:00am
First Wednesday of Month Anointing of Sick

Thursday  9:00am
EXPOSITION BLESSED SACRAMENT
St Mary’s Church Toukley

Every Saturday — after Morning Mass
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
St Mary’s Toukley

Saturday 9.30am —10am (by appointment other times)

St Brendan’s LLake Munmorah

Saturday 4:30 -5:00pm

MORNING PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
St Mary’s Toukley

8:20 am Monday to Thursday & Saturday
8:45 am Friday
First Friday Night Vigil

Exposition after 7pm Mass until 12.30am

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)
Ist & 3rd Sundays 9am at St Mary’s

Ist Saturday Spm at St Brendan’s

EXCEPT IN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

5 | THE GARAGE SERVICE CENTRE
at @ BP Lake Munmorah

4358 1302

335 Facdfc Hay Lake Munmocah 2253 ASN 32 1358 75515

—— ALL MECHANICAL & ELECTRICAL REPAIRS incl...
Pink ﬁrs Wheel Balance & Alignment = Logbook Service » Brakes efc.

MVRL 56148

_ Welcome to our Parish. Today we celebrate The Dedi-
3w cation of the Lateran Basilica, Year C. We welcome
Welcome you to our Church and are very pleased to see you

here.
Parish Calendar of Upcoming events - Save the Date:
Sun 9th Nov: Catechist Recruitment Weekend & St Mary’s Morning Tea
Sun 9th Nov: Family Mass at St Mary’s 6pm with cricket at 4.30pm
Fri 14th Nov: Year 2 Parish Mass St Mary’s 9.15am
Sat 15th Nov: Family Mass at St Brendan’s Spm
Wed 19th Nov: No morning Parish Mass. To be held at 6pm
Wed 19th Nov: St Mary’s Kinder 2026 Liturgy 9.30am in church
Thurs 20th No: Year 2 Parish Mass at St Brendan’s 9am
Fri 21st Nov: Year 1 parish Mass St Mary’s 9.15am
Tues 25th Nov: Catechist Thanksgiving Mass & Dinner St Mary’s 4pm
Thurs 27th Nov: Kinder Mass at St Brendan’s 9am
Sun 30th Nov: St Mary’s Yr 5 & Kinder 2026 Mass St Mary’s 9am
Sat 13th dec: 24 hours Adoration for the Lord St Mary’s

Morning Tea is this Sunday at St Mary’s after 9am
=2 3,;/ Mass. Please stay and join us.

The 2nd annual Diocesan Mass Count is on every
weekend during the month of November and will
continue until the end of the month.

PLEASE NOTE THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BECLOSED
ON FRI 21ST, TUES 25TH & WED 26TH NOV.

St Mary’s Family Mass & Cricket Sunday 9th Nov
from 4.30pm: Our Parish Family Mass and cricket match
is happening again! Please join us from 4.30pm for a
game of cricket followed by Mass at 6pm on Sun 9th Nov.

ty in your Will After providing for family
members in your Will, have you ever consid-
ered leaving a bequest directly to your local
parish. This is called a legacy or bequest. Over
the years, many people who have felt a special connection with their
local parish and church have left part of their Estate to their Parish.
Like a gift to a charity, a bequest of any amount to the Church is a
way of saying “thank you” for the spiritual nurturing provided to
you and vour family over the years. See the Diocese website for
more information.

' Bequests: Remembering your faith communi-
e :3
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Parish Survey 2025 — Have Your Say! We’d love to hear from

you! It will take approx. 5 mins to complete the survey online
using the QR code .

=

- Thank you to all the
parishioners for your
prayers, generosity and sup-
B port of the St Brigid's stu-
dents who spent last week-

% end fundraising for the Australian Catholic

" Youth Festival. The students raised over half
the amount that each family had to pay for their child to attend.

This Sunday 9th Nov, the raffle will be drawn after 6pm Mass at
St Mary's. Thank you to Toukley Golf Club, Just Cuts, and the do-
nations of prizes from parishioners for this raffle.

s
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Formation for the Ministry of God's Word (Readers) - Inviting
ALL existing Readers of all Masses and those who are interest-
ed to join the ministry to a formation day on Sat 29th Nov at
the Parish Centre. Starting with 9am Mass, followed by morn-
ing tea & formation until 12pm. Please RSVP as we are serv-
ing morning tea. You are also welcome to bring a plate to
share.

Become a Catechist — Share the Gift of Faith!

Our parish of Toukley—Lake Munmorah is seeking enthusiastic and
caring volunteers to join our team of catechists and helpers who
share the Good News with children in our local public schools. You
don’t need to be a teacher—just someone with a love for God and a
willingness to share your faith. Full training, resources, and support
are provided by the parish and the CCD office. If you’ve ever felt
called to help children grow in their relationship with Jesus, this is a
beautiful way to serve! For more information please con-
tact the Parish Office or speak with one of our catechists after Mass.
Jesus said: “Go and make disciples of all nations.” Matthew 28:19

pasioRraL Pastoral Works November Appeal - This month
WORKSE!"  our Parish will hold the November Appeal for
Pastoral Works Broken Bay (PWBB) on
15th/16th November. The focus for this appeal will be the Confra-
ternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) which shares the Gospel to thou-
sands of children in the public school system and Hospital Chaplain-
cy and Pastoral Care Practitioners. Envelopes are available or by vis-
iting bbcatholic.org.au/pastoralworks. Our quota to raise is $34,284.
Thanks for your support and donations over $2 are tax deductible.

November is the Time To Remember The Dear
Ones: We remember our departed brothers & sis-
ters during the month of November. The best gift
we can offer for their souls is to pray & offer
masses for them. I encourage families & friends to
offer masses during this special month of remembrance. We con-
clude this event on Fri 28th Nov with Spm Mass at St Brendan’s
& 6pm Mass at St Mary’s.

WEBMASTER NEEDED FOR THE PARISH WEBSITE!

If you have a few hours to spare each month and have knowledge
of updating websites we’d love to hear from you! This is a volun-
teer role that will help keep our Parish website current and mod-
ern. Teenagers and adults are welcome. Call the Parish Office.

Attention Wardens: As we had agreed during our seminar for
Wardens and welcomers, after the homily, we keep a minute of
pause, before we do the first collection to start from the front see-
ing the face of people and not from the back of the church. Also
collections should accompany the offertory procession.

Thank you.

Pope Leo XIV’s November Intention
During November, Pope Leo invites us to pray that all
parents who mourn the loss of a son or daughter might
find consolation in their community, and may receive
peace of heart from the Spirit of Consolation.

f‘\- y | Please pray for the following:

"\ " Recently Deceased: Gloria Cutcliffe, Patrick
b v y | Sheehy, James McCloughlin, Robert Ridge-
. well, Brendon Ridgewell & Anthony Ayoub

Anniversaries: James Grimes, David O’Connell, Pat-
rick Post, Harry Linder, Zachary Nathan Canillas, Win-
nie Moon, Francis Lim, Vicky Debono, Censa Debono,
Salvina Caruana, Don Metcalfe & Francis Lim

Remembrances: Diane, Smith, Greg Irvine, Irvine,
Humphreys, Blacker & O’Shanassy families, Wade,
Mitchell, Dennis & Ross families, John King, Mario
Azzopardi, Vincenza & Saviour Debono, Gavino Rias,
Stephens Cappa, Richard & Margie Hamer, Marie
O’Keefe, Valami Joseph & Stark Family & Wendy
Woodhouse

Please Pray for the Sick: Sonya, Bernice Judge, Ross
Horsburgh, Jim Ralston, George Tohme, Paul McKay,
Faye Germann, Glen Brown, Lea Gray, Mary Swift,
Doris Micallef, Branko Babic, Irma L Baez, Maria
McEwen, Amelia Harrison-Ford, Ron Hughes, Clau-
dette Radford, Alexander Wade, Louise Bugden, Ed-
ward Boyle, Bobby Raymond, Andrew Teo, Geraild
Correia, Leane Dadd, John Knight, Anne Govers, Eva
Cusick, Zara Cusick, Willem, Max Jurd, Claire Ray
Doris, Clare Johnstone, Chris Wilson, Miklos Beothy,
Novita Elizabeth Taha Lamharan, Joy Stokes, Dale
Bentick, Avis Sullivan, Ken Jenkins, Lawrie & Libby
Boshell, Ruben Fernandez Velasco, Ivy Teo, Brian
Brame, Irene Tognito, John Muir, John Hamilton Jnr,
Kel Outlaw, Kevin Roy, Kathy Casey, Elaine Horton,
Jane, Allen, Helen Sewell, Lacey, Chelsea Brame,
Nicholas Sheehy, Hunter, Peter De Lacy Peek, Patrick
Hobson, Jessica & Lee Abott, Baby Nora, Lucky Bow-
en, Sergio, Maxwell, Nacua Sedicol, Sue Reardon, San-
dra Turl, Mia & Johanna Harries, Ana das Gracas, Zona
Kable, Jose Adelino, Barry Egan, Suzanne Webb, Patri-
cia, Warren Pope, John Stuart, Stefano & Paolo Mac-
chi, Stephen Jeffrie, Paul Mizzi, George, Sylvia Hud-
son, Bill O’Keefe, Michele Maroon, & Robbie Depares

A first vear anniversary Memorial Mass will be
held for the late Joseph Bridgett (Joe) at 9:15am
on Fri 14th November. All are invited to attend
and remember Joe with his family on this day.

November Birthdays
Kenneth Meisel (Nov)

Eric Grimes (6th Nov)
Amanda Paton (8th Nov)
Steven Ng (8th Nov)

Nova Jayanthi (9th Nov)
Nash Small (9th Nov)

Cecilia McClusky (13th Nov)
Lucy Jurd (13th Nov)

Bill Mulvany (13th Nov)
Evelyn Maceda (22nd Nov)
Eli Fiedler (25th Nov)
Kathleen Cheetham (28th Nov)
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In Association with Mackay Family Crematorium
ABN. 79085 423 589
Head Office: 249 Pacific Highway West, Ourimbah 2238
PO Box 89 Ourimbah NSW 2258,
Phone:

e m e man ma ae
02) 4362 2733 Fax:(02) 4362 289

Volunteer Visitors Scheme
Male & Female

Do you have a caring heart &

time to become a friend to a

lonely person in an Aged Care

Facility?

Please call Tania 4396 1555

HEADCE STREET, TOURIEY
| Ras e
P
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First Reading Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

[ see water flowing from the temple and all who were
touched by it were saved.

The angel brought me to the entrance of the Temple,
where a stream came out from under the Temple
threshold and flowed eastwards, since the Temple
faced east. The water flowed from under the right
side of the Temple, south of the altar. He took me out
by the north gate and led me right round outside as
far as the outer east gate where the water flowed out
on the right-hand side. He said, '"This water flows east
down to the Arabah and to the sea; and flowing into
the sea it makes its waters wholesome. Wherever the
river flows, all living creatures teeming in it will live.
Fish will be very plentiful, for wherever the water
goes it brings health, and life teems wherever the riv-
er flows. Along the river, on either bank, will grow
every kind of fruit tree with leaves that never wither
and fruit that never fails; they will bear new fruit eve-
ry month, because this water comes from the sanctu-
ary. And their fruit will be good to eat and the leaves
medicinal.'

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 45:2-3, 5-6, 8-9
R. The waters of the river gladden the city of God.

God is for us a refuge and strength,

a helper close at hand, in time of distress:

so we shall not fear though the earth should rock,
though the mountains fall into the depths of the
sea. R.

The waters of a river give joy to God's city,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.
God is within, it cannot be shaken;

God will help it at the dawning of the day. R.

The Lord of hosts is with us:

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Come, consider the works of the Lord,

the redoubtable deeds he has done on the earth. R.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3:9-11, 16-17

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corin-
thians

You are the temple of God

You are God's building. By the grace God gave me, I
succeeded as an architect and laid the foundations, on
which someone else is doing the building. Everyone

doing the building must work carefully. For the
foundation, nobody can lay any other than the one
which has already been laid, that is Jesus Christ.
Didn't you realise that you were God's temple and
that the Spirit of God was living among you? If any-
body should destroy the temple of God, God will
destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred;
and you are that temple.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation 2 Chronicles 7:16

Alleluia, alleluia!

I have chosen and sanctified this house, says the
Lord,

that my name may remain in it for all time.

Alleluia!

Gospel  John 2:13-22
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
He spoke about the temple of his own body.

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Je-
rusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling
cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money chang-
ers sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out
of some cord, he drove them all out of the Temple,
cattle and sheep as well, scattered the money chang-
ers' coins, knocked their tables over and said to the
pigeon-sellers, '"Take all this out of here and stop
turning my Father's house into a market'. Then his
disciples remembered the words of scripture: Zeal
for your house will devour me. The Jews intervened
and said, "What sign can you show us to justify what
you have done?' Jesus answered, 'Destroy this sanc-
tuary, and in three days I will raise it up'. The Jews
replied, 'It has taken forty-six years to build this
sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in three days?'
But he was speaking of the sanctuary that was his
body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disci-
ples remembered that he had said this, and they be-
lieved the scripture and the words he had said.

BT Y,
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The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ L -

Next Sunday: Thirty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Malachi 3:19-20

Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19

Copyright© Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright© 1996,1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman &
Todd, Ltd and Doubleday. a division of Random House, Inc. and used by permission of the publish: : copyright©

15 Text of the Psalm:




FAMILV MASS

Please join us for St Brigid’s and St Mary’s
Combined Family Mass at St Mary’s church with
games starting at 4:30pm followed by Mass at 6pm

Sunday Starts at
9 NOVEMBER 2025 4:30PM

RSVP via the link above
StBrigids

CATHOLIC
COLLEGE




CHILDREN’S
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS

L WELCOWE!

There are lots of roles for
the children to take part
in, including:
Children’s Nativity
Liturgical Dance
Reading
Altar Service
Choir




DIOCESE OF BROKEN BAY
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
Catholic Parish Toukley/Lake Munmorah

Parish Survey 2025

If possible, please use the QR code to complete this survey online.

Thank you for helping us get to know our parish community better! Your
feedback will guide our planning to support faith and parish life.

The survey will take approximately 5 minutes to complete. This survey is only for those aged 18+.
If you are under 18 please ask a parent to fill this out on behalf of your family.

1. Which of the following have you/your family attended in the parish?

O St Josephs Men’s BBQ O Lectio Divina OO0 Sacramental programs
O Sister Sister Women’s Group [ Rosary Group O Other:

O Catholic Women’s League [ Alliance of Two Hearts ] None

O St Vincent de Paul [0 Children’s liturgy

2. What prevents you/your family from attending more parish events?

O Time O Nothing suited to me O Comfortable with current
O Work/Family commitments [ Not aware of what's on involvement
[0 Transport/distance [ Other:

3. In which ways do you/your family volunteer in the parish?

O Preparation for mass (e.g. Cleaner, flowers, [ Catechist/Sacramental Preparation

bus driver) O Group leadership

[1 Hospitality (e.g. welcomer, warden, morning  [J Ministry to the sick/homebound
tea prep) O Other:

O Liturgical roles (e.g. altar server, reader, 1 None

collector, counter, musician)

4. What prevents you/your family from volunteering more with the parish?

O Time 0 Not aware of what’s needed
O Work/Family commitments O Comfortable with current involvement
[ Transport/distance O Other:

0 Nothing suited to my gifts

5. What would help you or your family to grow in faith over the next 12 months?



O Bible study/small group

0 Adult formation/talks

[0 Reconciliation

O Eucharistic Adoration

O Family friendly events

O Youth/young adult ministry
O Alpha

O Retreats

[ Spiritual direction

0 Outreach/service opportunities
O Other:

6. What would you most like our parish to focus on in the next 12 months to help our
community grow in faith?

7. Age 018-29 [0O30-44 [045-59 O 60-74 O 75+

8. Gender [ Male O Female

9. Marital status
O Single O Married O Widowed O Divorced/Separated [ Clergy/Religious

10. Do you have children living at home?
O Yes O No

11. If yes, what are their ages?
O 0-5 06-12 O13-17 O18+

12. How many years have you been a part of this parish?
O <1 0O1-5 0 6-15 O 16+

13. How did you initially join this parish?

[J Born and raised Catholic in the area
O Practicing Catholic moved to area
0 Converted to Catholicism

O Child started at parish school

O Other:

14. How often do you attend mass?
0 More than once a week O Weekly [0 Monthly [ Less often

15. Which church do you mainly attend? [ St Mary’s [0 St Brendan’s

To stay in touch with news and events, please provide your email address.
Your email will not be linked to your responses or used in analysis, however you can also leave this blank and contact
the parish office directly for more information and to sign up to our emails.

Thank you for helping us support and strengthen our parish family!



Catholic Vocations Broken Bay
Young Adult Event

ENCOUNTER

Holy Hour, Dinner & Fun!

Please join us for our end of year gathering on
Friday 14" November, 7o

n
e

\)oc AT|ONS vocations@bbeatnolic.org au
i or 0448 741392




Dear Friends of SIP,

It will be appreciated if you could inform parishioners about the next meeting of Spirituality in the
Pub on WEDNESDAY 12th November. This SIP meeting was originally planned for Tuesday 11th November but unavailability
of the venue has caused the change of date to the WEDNESDAY 12th November.

SIP Notice for Church Bulletin

The next meeting of Spirituality in the Pub is 7.30-9.00pm on Wednesday 12th November (NOT Tuesday 11th No-

vember) at the Grange Hotel, Wyoming. Special guest speaker is Dr. John Irvine, a respected child psychologist with
60 years experience. Dr. John believes that we need to address kids’ emotional needs by getting kids to understand

what they’re feeling and why, and seeking out proactive ways to resolve it.

Hotel bistro opens at 5.30pm. SIP enquiries: 0415 129250 or 0439 678608.

OR (there is additional information if space permits)

Spirituality in the Pub (SIP) Meeting 7.30-9.00pm Wednesday 12th November at the Grange Hotel, Wyoming (cnr.
Renwick St & Pacific Hwy). Changed from Tuesday 11th November due to unavailability of venue, the special guest speak-
er is Dr John Irvine.

Dr John Irvine: Dr John has been one of Australia’s most heard, seen and read child psychologists. Specialising in
child development he has been working with children and families for 60 years.

Dr John discovered the ‘worrywoos’ and he has dedicated much of his retirement years to promoting their worth in
“Developing Children’s Emotional Intelligence”. He then wrote two booklets for parents around the worrywoos, and de-
veloped the Australian guidelines for using the worrywoos in schools and early childhood centres. After a long and il-
lustrious career Dr John is now dedicating his professional life to paying tribute via podcasts and books to the many
kids, parents, grandparents and celebrities who have inspired him over the years.

Tell anyone else who may be interested. Bistro opens at 5.30pm. SIP enquiries: 0415 129250 or 0439 678608.

Many thanks in anticipation,
Tony



The HOLY SEE
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MESSAGE OF THE HOLY FATHER FOR THE 9" WORLD DAY OF THE POOR

339 Sunday of Ordinary Timea
76 Novembaeor 2025
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You are my bope (cf. Px 71:5)

1. "You, O Lord, are my hope™ {(Px 7T5), These words wall up fram a hesrt burdaned by grave hardahip: “You have masce me see many troubies

ona catlamities” (v. 20}, the Psalmist exclaims. At the same time, his hoart remains open and confident; stoadfast in falth, he acknowledges tho
1 of Goes, he callx “a rock of refuge, & strong fortresa™ (v. 3). Hence, hin abiding trust that hope in God naver disappoints: "in you,

Lord, | take refuge; | shall never be put to shame™ (v. 1),

Amid life's trisls, our NoPe IS INSpdred by the firm and reassuring certainty of God's love, poured INTo our hoarts by the Holy Spirit. That hope

dows nat dineppoaint (ef. Ram 55). Thus Saint Paul could wiite 1o Timothy: “To this end we toll and siruggie, Becauss we have cur hope set an

e living Goa” (1 Tim 4:30). The Nving God Is In fact “the God of hope” (Rom 15:13), and Christ, by his death and resurrection, has hmself

bacome "our hope” (1 Tim 110, Wa must never forgat that we wete saved In this bope, and heed to i Tty ¢ .
2. The poor can be - o and ¥ nope, pr i ey y It in the midst of unceriainty, poverty, inutesiny
and marginalization. They cannot rely on the security of p and p ; on the contrary, they are ot their mercy and often victims of

e, Thalr hope must necassarily be sougnt alsewhara. By recognizing that God s our firat and only hope, we 1oo pass from flaating Hopes 1o
3 lasting hope. Once we desire that God accompany Us on the journey of lite, material wealth becomes relativized, for we discover the real
reasura That we need. The wards that the Lord Josus Lo his dgiscl rarmain 1 ful and clear: “Do Not S1ore up Tor yourseives Ireasuias
on oarth, where moth and rust consume and whaore thioves broak In and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
MO NOC IUST CONSUME@ and where tieves do not Dreak in and steal” (Mt 8:10-20).

3. The gravest form of povarty i Nnot 1o know God. As Pope Francis wrote in £ vanpod) Coudiurrrs: “The worst discrimination which the poor suffar
in the lnck of spiritual care. The great majority of the poor have s special openness to the talth; they need God and we munt not fall to offer them
nis frienaship, Nis blessing, His word, the caletration of the Secraments and a journay of growth and maturity In the fain” (No. 2000). Hero wa
oo s basic and essential awareness of how we can find our treasure in God. Ax the Apostie John inststs: “If anyone says, ‘| love God,' but hates
his Drother, he is a llar 1or whoever does not love his Drother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen” (1 Jn 4:20),

This Is @ rute of faith and the secrat of hope: all 1his earn's lal reall worldly ploasures, economic prosperity, howevar mportant,
cannat bring happiness 1o our hearts, 1 often and can lwad Lo tragic situations of poverty — above ol the poverty bhorm of the
fallure 1o recognize our need for God and of the attempt to live without him. A saying of Saint Augustine comes to mind. “Let all your nope be in
God: feul your need for him, and let him il that need. Without hien, wh vou will only make you all the mare ampty” (Enarr. in Px.,
85:3),

4. The word of 0od 1ells us that Christian hope is certainty at evoery step of life's journey, since i1 goas NOt depand NOT ON Our huMman strengtn
Bul upon the promise of God, who i always teithiul. For this reason, from the beginning, Christians heave dentified bops with the symbol of the
anchor, which provides stability and security. Christian hope is like an anchor that grounds our hearts In the promise of the Lord Josus, who

Raved us Dy his dealh and resurfection and will come again among ui. This haope continues 10 Point us e “new ¥ 18" andg the “naew
earth” (2 Per 2:13) o the true horizon of our existence, where every ife will find its suthentic meaning, for our real homeland Is in heaven (cf,
P 3:20).

The city of God, therefoos, Impals Us 1O Mprove the cithes of men and womaen. Our own clities Mmust Begin 1o resemibie his. Hope, susteined ty
Gods love poured Into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (of. Rovn 5:5), turns human hoarts into fertile 5ol where charity for the Iife of the world
can plossom. The CThurch's ithon Hhas Iy ir on hae clreular relationship between the threa theological virtues of faith, hope wnd
charity, Hope Is born of taith, which nourishes and sustaines it on the foundation of charity, the mother of all virtues. All of us need charity, here
and Now. Charity is not just a pi i is ap reality 10 De @MOraced with joy and raspor ity. Charity us and guides our
docisons towards the common gooad, Convernsely, those who Inck charity not anty lack faith and hope: thoy also raob their neighbors of hope.

5. The ebiical summons 1o hope thus antalls the duty to our renp In history, without hesitation, Charity, In fact, “is the

wr socliat * {Catecniser of e Cotholic Chuion, No. 1889). Poverty has structural Causes that must be adarnessed and
wliminated. In the meantime, asch of un is calied to offer new nigns of bope that will bear witness to Christian charity, jJust an many saints have
AONe OVor the canturies. HosSPItals and SChools, for INSTaNce, Wore INstTuth 10 FEACH OUT 1O e MOST VUl ana Q g
These insthutions should be a part of svery country’s public poalicy, ye! wars and negualitins often pravent this from happening. Today, signs of
nopeo are Increasingly found In care homes, communitios for Mnors, conters for g and . SouUp Klchens, homeless shalters and
law-income schools. How many af these quiet wsigns of bope often QO unnolced and ye! are 2o mportant for setting axide our Indiffarance and
Inspiring others to become involved in various forms of volunteer work!

The poor are not a distraction for the Churah, but our beloved brothers and sisters, 1or by their lives, thelr words and their wisdom, they put us in
cantact with the truth of the Gousp The wtian of the World Day of the Poor is meant 10 reming our communilies Thet the poor are at the
heart of all our pastoral activity. This is true not only of the Church's charitable work, but also of the message 1hat she oelebrates and proclaims,
God tack on thair poverty in order Lo ontich us Ihrcugh thaelr volces, Thalr Slories and thelr faces. Evary Torm of povarty, withoul exception, Calls
us to experionce the Gospel concretoly and 1o offor effective signs of hope,

G. This, then, Is the iInvitation extended to Us by this Jubboe celebration. it is no coinclaence that the World Day of the Poor is celebrated
Towards he ond of this your of grace. Once the Holy Door 1S Closed, we are 1o charish and share with others the divine gifts granted us
throughout this entire yoar of prayer, conversion and witness. The poor are not reciplents of our pastoral care, but croative subjects who
challenge us 1o find Nnovel ways of living out the Cospel 1oday. In the Taca of new forms of IMPoOVErEshmant, we can rlisk bacoming hardened and
resigned. Each day we encounter poor or impoverished peopie. We too may have less than betore and arw losing what once seamead securn: 3
nome, sufficient food for each day, accoss 10 healthcara and a Qood educanon, information, r anda fr Of @xpr "

I IS REOMOtion of tha Common Qood, oul SOcks responsitbiiity s grounged In Cods croative éct, which glivas evaryone & share in the goods of
the earth. Like those goods, the frults of human iasbor shoule be equaity accessible to all. Helping the poor s a ot | »
question of charity. As Saint Augusting observed: “You give Dread 1o a NUNgry Person; but it would be Datter if none waere NuNQry, o that you
would have no need (o give 1 away, You clothe the naked, ot would that all were clothed and that there be no need for supply this Inck™ (In 7

loan., 8:5).
It is my hope, than, that this Juhiiloe Yoar wil encourage the v of polick i at ing forms of poverty Doth old and new, as
wall an implementing oew i o t mnct nt the po af the poor. Labor, education, housing and heslth are the foundations of »

sSecurity that will nover be attained by the use of arms, | ExXpress My appreciation for those initiatives that already exist, and for the offorts
darmanstrated dadly an the iInternatona evel by great numbers of men and women of good will.

Lot us antrust ourselives to Mary Most Holy, Comtorter of the AMfIcied and, with her, Inl us ralne & song af hope an we make our own the worts
of the Te Deum: “in you, O Lord, 15 our hope, and we shall never hope in vain ™

From the vatican, 13 June 2025, Memorial of Soint Anthony of Podua, Patron Saint of the Poor
LEO PP XV
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Social Media and Online Safety for Children & Vuinerable Persons

Sooial Media Ghanges Are Coming - 1 Month to Go
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“Come to me, all you dmammryandorecorryhg
hea»yburdens and | will give you rest.

N

7lh Nov 1st Friday)

Healing ice, 6:30pm-8:30pm
ot Our lady o{Do)ours Catholic Owrch. ood

INNER HEALING RETREAT, 14th-16thNov |

Guided by Fr Sam Samuel VC & Fr Juby Varghese VC |
Saarts on Frdoy S.50pm & ends on Sundoy 4,00pm

Ior b-oovchp 02 43721598 or emaik drcmucatrcgo@,gma-l com

17th Nov gerd Monday)
Healing Prayer Service, 7:00pm-9:00pm
o!SlPomdt's (hurth. | Marqnies&eef. WALLSEND '

21t Nov (3rd Friday 6)
Holy Mass & Adoratlon :00pm-9:00pm
atOur Hdpo[ Chrlst}ons,Churth 31 OxfordSt, EP NG

f 30th Nov, 9:00am - 4:00pm
1 ONE DAY PILGRIMAGE (Last Sunday)

* Prasse and Worship « Pr the Wovd
* Euchanshic Adoration * Divine Mercy * Holy Mass
ALL ARE WELCOME, NO BOOKING REQUIRED, BYO LUNCN

DIVINE RETREAT CENTRE

160 Hensons Road, SOMERSBY, SYDNEYNSW 2250,
A Tet 02 4372 1596, emol

dresydney@gmail. com
* www.divineretreatcentre.org * Find us on facebook

The Divine Retreat Centre promotes the safety and protection of children

and other vulnerable persons in its care.



